6                                                           Foreword
cording to Baron WrangePs Memoirs, the peasants burned
weeds at the side of the Siberian road. If I state that the gen-
eral who read the verdict to the plotters on Semenovsky
Square had a defect of speech, it is because actually, ac-
cording to many contemporary reports, this personage was
known for his fits of stammering.
Indeed, I have not permitted myself any literary inexacti-
tude, however slight. I would have been embarrassed to em-
broider with easy inventions a reality so terrible, beautiful
and generous as that which* I got to know through the
memoirs and letters of contemporaries.
There does not exist, even in Russia, a complete and de-
finitive biography of Dostoevsky. This one does not claim to
present new facts; its only merit is that it was written in a
spirit of absolute sincerity and great love.
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